
 

 

 

 

 

 

The James T. Laney Global Ethical Leadership Award 
 

 

The International Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges, and Universities 

(IAMSCU), the Association of United Methodist Theological Schools (AUMTS), and the North 

American Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges, and Universities (NAAMSCU) have 

established a special award  to recognize individuals for truly outstanding institutional leadership 

grounded in moral courage and integrity, and formed by the highest ethical standards and 

commitment.  The award can be presented by any of these organizations or by all three jointly.  It 

will not be presented regularly but rather on an ad hoc basis when circumstances warrant. 

Presentation of the award must be approved by the Board of Directors of the organization(s) 

presenting it or by all three boards if presented jointly by all three organizations.  

 

The first Global Ethical Leadership Award was bestowed upon The Rev. Dr. James T. 

Laney, a giant in Methodist-related higher education.  His curriculum vitae includes four degrees 

from Yale, including a Ph.D. in Ethics, experience as a pastor, missionary,  professor, Dean of 

the Candler School of Theology, President of Emory University, and United States Ambassador 

to the Republic of Korea.  This a remarkable lifetime record of achievement; yet, what is even 

more remarkable is the character of the man and the way in which he went about these various 

leadership roles.  Throughout his career as university president, Dr. Laney demonstrated moral 

courage and integrity. In speeches such as “The Moral Authority of the President,” “Moral 

Authority in the Professions,” “Ethics in Research,” and “The Law:  A Moral Aristocracy,” show 

how moral considerations were always at the forefront of his thinking.  For him, true education is 

“education of the heart,” as he expressed in his 2011 address to the IAMSCU Conference held in 

Washington, D.C., the United States.   

 

James T. Laney’s depth of intellect, his enormous capacity for imaginative visioning, and 

his unrelenting insistence on excellence and integrity in all things are exemplified in his own 

personal, professional, spiritual, and theological integrity.  His influence has indeed been spread 

around the world in many different ways.  It is inspired in his character and his outstanding 

achievements that AUMTS, NAAMSCU, and IAMSCU jointly established the James T. Laney 

Global Ethical Leadership Award.  

 

The recipient of this award will have demonstrated extraordinary ethical sensitivity and 

sensibility in decision-making and in all other leadership functions, in public persona, and in 

private transactions, all of which will be marked by civility, humaneness, and consistent 

adherence to superlative moral principles.  Ethical leadership by example will be an important 

characteristic as will tempering justice with compassion while caring for human needs, 

defending human rights, and respecting individual moral agency.  The recipient will have 

exhibited those unique and compelling qualities of leadership, both tangible and intangible, 



which inspire others to follow in bold new directions in ways that acknowledge the positions of 

others and transcend different points of view.  This person will be creative, dynamic, courageous, 

and willing to take risks for the sake of improving the institution.  Unquestionable and exemplary 

integrity, generous grace and graciousness, and unstinting appropriation and application of 

ethical principles will be hallmarks of the recipient who will also have left an indelible mark of 

enhanced quality on the institution and its operations.  The award will recognize noteworthy 

accomplishment as well as faithful, dedicated, and devoted ethical service over a sustained 

period of time.   

 

Information about the James T. Laney Global Ethical Leadership Award can be obtained on the 

IAMSCU website or by contacting IAMSCU: iamscu@iamscu.org  
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